Gentlemen, 

I bog  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1942,  In  conformance  with  circular 
2773  (Wales)  this  report  is  not  to  bo  considorod  exhaustive  and 
deals  only  with  points  of  interost  v;hich  have  affected  the  public 
health  during  the  year. 

The  birth  and  death  rate  remains  steady  in  the  town. 
Thirteen  deaths  and  tv/onty  five  births  v/ero  registered  during  the 
year^  The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  the  lowest  for 
some  years  a total  of  only  five  cases  being  notified. 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  shov/od  a tendency  to  rise 
in  common  v/ith  the  rest  of  the  country  and  thirteen  cases  wore 
notified  during  the  year. 

The  ar  ti  "-dipHthb-r  i tic  campaign  was  pursued  with  vigour 

during  the  year.  All  the  schools  V7orG  visited  and  domiciliary 
immunisation  v/as  also  offered.  It  is  estimated  that  approximately 
sev.^nty  per  cent  of  children  under  the  age.  of  fifteen  in  the  town 
have  now  been  immunised  against  . the -disease 

A fairly  largo  number  of  cases  of  scabies  occurred 
during  the  year  but  they  did  not  constitute  a serious  difficiilty 
and  it  was  not  necessary  to  invflrke  any  of  the  recent  legislation 
for  dealing  with  any  of  the  cases  which  did  occur. 

The  water  supply  of  the  tcwM  remains  good  both  in 
quality  and  quantity.  The  sov/ago  disposal  plant  has  not  boon  altered 
since  my  last  report  and  will  need  to  bo  dealt  with  as  an  urgent 
post  v;ar  measure. 

Housing  in  the  town  presents  a problem.  There  are  a 
comparatively  large  number  of  houses  which  require  extensive 
alterations  to  make  them  suitable  from  a public  health  point  of 
viow.TF-e  sanitary  arrangements  in  many  houses  are  still  primitive 
and  far  too  many  houses  are  still  dependent  for  their  water  supply 
on  a communal  outside  tap.  There  is  room  for  a vigoisous  housing 
campaign  by  tho  council,  Tho  Alms  Houses  aro  no  credit  to  tho  town^ 
Vonoroal  disoaso  in  tho  town  presents  no  problom 
and  vory  few  now  casos  havo  boon  treated  this  yoar, 

Tho  modical  services  of  tho  Civil  Defence  C:Sorvico 
continue  to  work  well  and  I am  confident  that  they  give  a good 
account  of  thorns  elves  if  over  called  upon  to  do  so, 

I am,  Gontlomon, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J. C, H, Bird, 


